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(Rick Egan | Tribune file photo) The Book Cliffs area south of Vernal is proposed for the nation's first commercial tar sands mine.
Environmentalists oppose the project warning of water pollution. But the state and company behind the project say there is no
ground water to contaminate and the process won't pollute.

Nation’s first tar sands mine plan
dispute hinges on water

PR Spring » Opponents say the project threatens groundwater; state says
there’s no water to protect.
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., . . . . . 1. Prep football: Cottonwood QB Cooper Bateman commits ...
the nation’s first commercial mine producing oil from asphalt-like tar sands.

2. Former St. George teacher sent to prison for sex cri...

Living Rivers, a Moab-based group, appealed the state’s permit for a proposed tar-sands mine because, 3. ESPN, BYU announce football broadcast schedule
it argues, the company and regulators ignored threats to groundwater, seeps and springs in the Book 4. Dog's best friend? Homemade food, say pet health exp...
Cliffs of eastern Utah.

5. Logan motorcycle crash survivor urges driver safety

Arguing the appeal before state Administrative Law Judge Click here to view more
Sandra Allen on Wednesday, attorneys for the state and the

company said there’s not enough water there to monitor or Staying Connected

http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/politics /54127218-90/195-1950-book-brandon.html.csp Page 1 of 4


http://www.sltrib.com/pages/weather
http://www.sltrib.com/pages/traffic
http://www.sltrib.com/pages/email
http://www.sltrib.com/
http://www.sltrib.com/
http://www.sltrib.com/News
http://www.sltrib.com/Sports
http://www.sltrib.com/Blogs
http://www.sltrib.com/Opinion
http://www.sltrib.com/Money
http://www.sltrib.com/lifestyle
http://entertainment.sltrib.com/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/saltlaketribune/
http://jobs.sltrib.com/
http://realestate.sltrib.com/
http://cars.sltrib.com/
http://class.mediaut.com/
http://shopping.sltrib.com/
http://subscribe.mediaoneutah.com/
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/tribpreps/54125249-190/bateman-utah-alabama-quarterback.html.csp
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/news/54125684-78/cody-court-girl-prison.html.csp
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/cougars/54126606-88/espn-state-sept-byu.html.csp
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/lifestyle/53977798-80/dog-pound-chicken-cook.html.csp
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/news/54128117-78/wright-motorcycle-bmw-logan.html.csp
http://www.sltrib.com/news
http://www.sltrib.com/world
http://www.sltrib.com/Neighborhood
http://www.sltrib.com/politics
http://www.sltrib.com/cat/justice
http://www.sltrib.com/cat/polygamy
http://www.sltrib.com/cat/lds
http://www.sltrib.com/cat/education
http://www.sltrib.com/weather
http://www.utahsright.com/
http://www.sltrib.com/columnists/mcentee
http://www.sltrib.com/columnists/rolly
http://www.sltrib.com/onlineToday
http://ex.mediaoneweb.com/admin/ct/track.php?id=118

Nation’s first tar sands mine plan dispute hinges on water | The Salt Lake Tribune

require a pollution permit.

US Oil Sands, the Canadian mining company formerly
known as Earth Energy Resources, hired well drillers to
punch 108 holes into the PR Spring area to see if the state
land under lease contained any groundwater.

"There were no signs of groundwater, so they didn’t note
them in their [drilling] logs," said Chris Hogle, an attorney
If you go representing the company. "That is irrefutable evidence of

lack of water."
The tar-sands mine water appeal hearing

continues: Living Rivers, which appealed the permit issued last year

When » 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursday. by the Division of Water Quality, contends that

groundwater exists at least intermittently in the arid hills of

Where » Department of Environmental Quality,  eastern Utah. It’s what feeds seeps and springs throughout
195 N. 1950 West, Salt Lake City. the area, said Rob Dubuc, a Western Resource Advocates

attorney representing the group.
Notes » There will be live video viewing in the yrep J group

Four Corners Conference Room. A ruling is Poisoning those springs with hydrocarbons could threaten
expected at a later date. deer, elk and bighorn sheep herds that the state and
conservation partners have spent millions of dollars to

build in the remote area, he said.
= Join the Discussion
» Posta Comment "Today the Book Cliffs area is considered one of the

» Read All Comments (18) greatest big-game hunting areas in the world," Dubuc said.

At issue in the appeal is whether DWQ erred in granting
the mine a "permit by rule," a technical classification that requires less review than if the company had
been required to apply for a permit to discharge water pollution. State officials said they did so because
of the apparent lack of groundwater at the site, leading them to believe there was little potential for
pollution.

Dubuc argued that the state didn’t press the company to prove there’s never any water in the ground,
and ignored state law that he said requires protection of all state waters of any quantity.
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Robert Herbert, groundwater protection program manager for the division, initially said he believed
water must exist in "usable" quantities to be regulated. Later, though, he agreed with Dubuc’s assertion
that such a distinction does not exist in the law, and that he could not define a usable quantity.

The appeal rests partly on a University of Utah geochemist’s testimony that the citrus-based solvent
that the company plans to use to strip oil from the sands will leave tailings more mobile, and therefore
more likely to pollute water. Hogle said there’s not likely to be much tar left to leach, though, because
the company’s process is designed to "squeeze every last drop of bitumen that they can from the
sands."
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The hearing room was closed to the public but video of the proceedings was shown in a conference
room where about a dozen people gathered to watch. The group Utah Tar Sands Resistance handed out
form letters for people to use in protesting the hearing closure.
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